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The New Schagerl Academica Range Tom Watson

Will Watson and Dave McCallum.

Renowned trumpet maker 
Karl Schagerl has recently 
launched an exciting new 

range of trumpets. The new Schagerl 
Academica Range of instruments 
brings high quality, playable trumpets 
to the market at an affordable price. 
Prozone Music are UK distributors 
for Schagerl instruments. Along with 
a small network of specialist brass 
retailers they will be selling the 
trumpets alongside other well known 
and popular brands in store during 
2012. The Brass Herald invited David 
McCallum from the trumpet section 
of the BBC Concert Orchestra to pop 
along to Prozone Music and make an 
independent review and assessment of 
this new range of trumpets. The range 
consists of 6 models: TR610L, TR620L, 
TR600S, TR620S and the James 
Morrison special edition in silver plate 
and lacquer finish. 

David has been a member of 
the BBC Concert Orchestra 
trumpet section since 1997, 
regularly playing first trumpet 
on BBC Radio 2 and 3, 
for BBC television and on 
numerous recordings. Over 
the last 20 years he has also 
played with many of Britain’s 
top orchestras, including 
the Philharmonia, the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
London Philharmonic, the City 
of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra, the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra, the BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra, and both 
the English and Welsh National 
Opera companies. 

David begins:-

“The Schagerl Academica 
range of trumpets looks to fit nicely 
into an area of the market that is a little 
underserved and has also recently been 
deserted by some major manufacturers 
following some substantial price 
increases. The Academica range is priced 
between £650 and £1290 which would 
seem to be ideally placed price wise for 
the upgrading student through to the 
professional player. The most advanced 
trumpet in the range has been designed 
in conjunction with James Morrison so I 
was keen to try these new trumpets and 
see what they are capable of.

The first trumpet in the range is the 
TR610L. This features the custom 
Schagerl piston valve group as do all 
the Academica instruments I reviewed. 
The valves feel reliable and smooth and 
are made of monel, usually a material 
used for professional models. It took me 
a short time to adjust to the feel of the 

valves as the length of travel is different 
to that of my Bach, but after a short time 
they felt comfortable. The valve group 
has an attractive hexagonal design to 
the valve caps and finger buttons and 
generally has a high quality, reliable and 
smooth feel. The 610L features a standard 
yellow brass lead pipe and bell and a 
.460” ML bore. The sound comes easily 
and it feels secure, centred and focused. 
Prozone Music provided me with some 
instruments from other manufacturers at 
a similar price to compare and generally 
I found the Schagerl 610L to have a more 
rounded, professional sound quality and 
to be better assembled and finished. 
It is definitely worth the extra over 
instruments around the £500 budget due 
primarily to this professional feel and 
sound. I would recommend this trumpet 
for a student moving towards grade 8 or 
an amateur player looking for a reliable 
well built instrument that doesn’t break 
the bank.

The next instrument in the range is the 
TR620L and it also has a .460”ML bore. 
The TR620L features a different lead pipe 
design to the 610L and the bell is made 
from gold brass along with the lead pipe.  
The main result of these upgrades is an 
enhancement to the sound. This could 
however also prove a little too much effort 
for the weaker player. As the cheaper 
TR610L is already such a good trumpet 
I would only suggest this trumpet for 
the stronger student or fully developed 
amateur player. The extra weight of the 
gold brass bell and lead pipe will however 
allow that stronger player to play at a 
higher dynamic level whilst maintaining 
quality in the sound and for many this 
alone will justify the upgrade.

TR600S and TR620S are the silver plated 
versions of the above trumpets. The silver 
plate finish adds to the price, but also adds 
to the quality feel of the trumpets. It will 

also aid longevity for the trumpet as silver 
plate is a more hard wearing finish than 
lacquer. There has been much debate over 
the years as to how the finish changes the 
sound, but I would leave this to personal 
preference as players’ opinions differ. I 
think the sound can be more resonant with 
the addition of silver plate, but in the end 
this decision should be down to individual 
players and what suits them best, both 
from a cosmetic and playing point of view.

The top of the range Academica model has 
been designed in conjunction with James 
Morrison and the trumpet carries his name 
along the sterling silver lead pipe. The JM 
is, as you would expect, possibly more 
suited to jazz or commercial work. As with 
the other models, it has a .460” bore but 
features a reversed sterling silver, double 
walled lead pipe. The sound is bright 
and centred. I especially like the way 
the trumpet blows and think this would 
provide a serious alternative to my Bach 

Strad for lighter work in 
the Concert Orchestra. The 
lead pipe is reversed and 
made from sterling silver. 
This ensures an ease of 
response for the player and 
the instrument blows freely 
with just the right levels of 
resistance.  On first playing 
the intonation felt good and 
overall I found the trumpet 
very easy and satisfying to 
play. This trumpet should 
certainly be considered by 
players of both professional 
and amateur standard 
looking for a trumpet with 
excellent response and an 
exciting sound. I like it so 
much I am taking one home 
for further testing in the 
Orchestra.

As an overview, I think the Schagerl 
Academica range provides a welcome 
addition to the instruments available for 
trumpeters not looking to spend circa 
£2000 on a trumpet. They also provide a 
great and deserving alternative to those 
considering the purchase of a second 
hand Pro level trumpet. Whilst this can 
be a good option for some players, for 
many a potentially worn and leaky second 
hand trumpet is not the best solution; 
far better for the student particularly is 
a TR610L with great sound and tuning 
at an affordable price. And of course 
students should think hard before making 
a purchase and also seek the advice of 
a teacher who should be aware of the 
current ranges available. Do consider 
this new range from Karl Schagerl when 
making a purchase; I will be certainly 
suggesting my students and colleagues 
give them a try also.”


